Abstract of 500 words

Rambhai Barni Rajabhat University envisions itself as a “University for Sustainable
Development”, integrating teaching, research, and community engagement with practical
solutions to environmental challenges at local, national, and international levels. The university
regards environmental stewardship not merely as policy compliance, but as a demonstration of
leadership driving systemic change for a sustainable future. Guided by the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 14: Life below Water and SDG 15: Life
on Land, it aspires to become a Green University — Net Zero while advancing the Blue Economy

to enhance community well-being and preserve ecosystems sustainably.

To achieve this, the university has implemented three flagship initiatives through community-
based participation. The Coral Reef Restoration and Learning Center Project has established
innovative coral nurseries and a genetic bank, linking conservation to low-carbon tourism
initiatives such as Creative Koh Mak. The Ban Nong Bua (Khao Sam Phao Khuam) Project engages
students in experiential learning, focusing on crab hatchery innovation, marine waste upcycling,
and local self-management for coastal preservation. This initiative evolved into the nationally
recognized “Sam Phao Khuam Model”, expanding into conservation networks across 17 coastal
provinces. The Blue Swimming Crab Bank Project operates in 49 communities, releasing an
average of 14 billion zoea crabs annually, while supporting sustainable seafood products and

conservation-based tourism.

Outcomes are tangible and measurable. Environmentally, over 15,400 coral colonies have been
restored across 11 islands, degraded mangrove areas rehabilitated, and billions of zoea crabs
released each year. Socially, more than 1,300 students and youth have gained environmental
skills and awareness, with over 10,000 participants from government, private, and community
sectors engaged in conservation learning. Economically, blue swimming crab catches have
increased by over 2,428 tons or over 60 percent increasing from the first start, valued at more
than 575 million THB annually, while community-based tourism generated over 1.85 million
THB. The university and its communities have received prestigious awards, including the Green
Destinations Story Awards in Germany, and ranked first among 38 Rajabhat Universities around
Thailand for SDG 14 of “THE: Impact Ranking” in 2025.

The university’s influence extends beyond local contexts. Its projects inform policies by the

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, Royal Thai Navy, Department of Fisheries,



National Research Council of Thailand, PTTEP, and international bodies such as UNOPS and the
MWUN network. Collaborations have produced innovations including seawater quality
improvement for crab hatcheries, mangrove planting with bamboo tubes, marine waste-based
construction materials, advanced coral restoration techniques, and management system for
blue swimming crab Bank. These efforts also generate green jobs and grassroots economies

through eco-tourism and community products, serving as models for replication.

Collectively, these achievements reflect the university’s environmental leadership, anchored on
Leadership — Innovation — Impact — Transferability. Rambhai Barni Rajabhat University applies
knowledge and innovation to address real-world challenges, deliver proven impact, and inspire
broader transformation. Beyond knowledge creation, it has emerged as an integrative leader
driving systemic change and serving as a source of inspiration for institutions and communities in

Thailand and internationally.
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150 Words (if Shortlisted)

Rambhai Barni Rajabhat University envisions itself as a “University for Sustainable
Development,” integrating teaching, research, and community engagement to address
environmental challenges locally and globally. Guided by the SDGs—especially SDG 14: Life
below Water and SDG 15: Life on Land—the university aims to become a Green University — Net

Zero and a leader in the Blue Economy for sustainable community well-being.

Through flagship community-based initiatives such as the Coral Reef Restoration and Learning
Center, Ban Nong Bua (Sam Phao Khuam Model), and Blue Swimming Crab Bank, the university
restores coral reefs, rehabilitates mangroves, and releases billions of crabs annually. These
projects engage over 10,000 participants, boost crab yields by 60%, and generate over 575
million THB yearly.



Recognized nationally and internationally, the university’s innovations shape environmental
policy and foster green jobs, exemplifying leadership, innovation, and impact in driving

sustainable transformation.
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